CHAPTER I.

THE MOVEMENTS UP TO THE BATTLE OF EYLAU.

AT the council of war, held by Buxhowden, at Nowogrod,
on the 2nd January, a plan of operations had been
decided on.

The 14th division, with the two divisions under Essen I.,
now approaching from Moldavia, were to be left between the
Bug and the ISTarew to watch and occupy the French right
wing. The remaining 7 divisions would assemble by the
5th January, between Biala and the right bank of the Narew,
for an advance, behind the Johannisberg forest, into East
Prussia against the French left wing.

But it did not at all suit Bennigsen's views to undertake
these operations under the chief command of his senior, and
rival, Buxhowden. Seizing, therefore, on the breaking, by
floating ice, of the bridge at Nowogrod as a cover for his
action, he marched, on the Oth, up the left bank of the
Narew, by Lomza, to Tykoczin, with the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 6th,
8th, and 14th divisions, arriving there on the 8th, Tlience,
crossing the Narew, he marched for Goniondz, where he
received the Czar's orders conferring on him the Order of
St. George, in recognition of his action at Pultusk, and, what
he prized still more, the chief command of the army, from
which Buxhowden was recalled. On the 12th January, he
crossed the Bobra, now covered with thick ice by the frost,
which had commenced on tho 31st December.* On the

* This date is taken from Larrey, m. 22,